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This Musawah Toolkit is dedicated to the memory of Cassandra Balchin,  
who researched and wrote this training guide.  

Cass was a founding member of Musawah and its first  
Communications Coordinator and  

a member of the Musawah International Advisory Group.  
We miss her, not least her writing and communication skills.
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How can this toolkit be used?

Suggestions for Using this Toolkit

This toolkit is designed mainly for Musawah Advocates, and to help Advocates to:

Promote the 
Musawah
Key Messages

Think about
the key ideas 
in the Musawah 
Framework

Introduce Musawah
and its Framework to 
our own constituencies

Find other Musawah key analyses 
and resources, for example our 
website and publications
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The Musawah Framework for Action is the founding 
document for our global movement. Its six pages 
explain our vision, our principles and our arguments 
for why equality and justice in the family are 
necessary and possible.

In order to build our movement and reach out to as 
many women and men as possible, we need to make 
these principles and arguments accessible, and show 
how they are relevant to local activism. We also need 
to share with other activists, potential allies, media, 
policymakers, and women and men affected by the 
issues what our movement is about and what it does. 

The Musawah key messages summarise our 
Framework and how our movement works. They 
are short, simple statements that Advocates can 
memorise and share. 
 
So this kit is a tool for building 
knowledge and mobilising (doing 
advocacy) on equality and justice 
in the family. 

We hope this toolkit helps to bring the Musawah 
Framework to life for you. We also hope it gives 
you information and inspiration, and equips you and 
those you work with to be an active part of our global 
movement to ensure equality and justice in the family.

What does the toolkit 
include?
 
This is what you will find inside:

• The Musawah key messages, a statement of our 
Hope for Equality, and the Musawah Principles; 

• Explanations for the main terms in the key 
messages and the Musawah Framework;

• Suggested activities for you to do on your own or 
with a group of Advocates or your constituencies, 
to start thinking about Musawah and discussing its 
approach;

• Suggested follow-up activities like accessing 
audio-visual clips of Musawah Advocates speaking 
about their experiences and ideas; information to 
find out or to research to do and share with other 
Advocates; resources to read and websites to 
check out.

http://www.musawah.org/about-musawah/framework-action
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What does the toolkit 
not include?
 
This toolkit is mainly about Musawah’s analyses. 
You can find more information about our hope for 
equality, our ways of working and our structure in 
our collectively developed 2011 Strategic Direction 
document. Our website also has a section Get 
Involved where you can find out or show others how 
to become more closely involved with Musawah. 

This toolkit is not a general guide about how to do 
advocacy. Many excellent resources already exist 
which can give you ideas about how to do advocacy 
with people, how to promote your ideas to decision-
makers or to the media. A few examples are included 
in Annexe 1 and in the Resources section of our 
website. 

Many Advocates have lots of experience of talking 
about controversial subjects and persuading people 
to share your point of view—even if you don’t know 
you have this experience! Persuading your parents 
to let you study your chosen subject, or persuading 
your spouse, children or siblings to help you in the 
house, or persuading your friends to visit the place 
you want to visit, all use the same basic skills: 
  
 Choose an appropriate moment and appropriate 
 topic;

 Know your audience and what matters to them;

 Respond to your audience’s needs and 
 perspectives;

 Use effective facts and knowledge

 Bring in the right allies to support you.

 
You can do it!

How should I use the 
toolkit?
 
Advocates can use this toolkit in different situations, 
including: 

• Alone or with other Advocates as a tool to help 
reflect about Musawah and the issues of equality 
and justice in the family;

• As a quick key messages reference when you are 
speaking publicly to allies, the media, decision-
makers or donors, or writing about Musawah;

• As a manual for advocacy work with our 
constituencies on the issues, Musawah and our 
Framework.

There are a few things to bear in mind when using 
this toolkit.

The main aim of this toolkit is to get everyone 
thinking and talking about the issues of equality 
and justice in the family and about Musawah. It 
doesn’t have all the answers and only suggests 
some ways of thinking about Muslim family 
laws and practices: it’s the debate and open 
discussion that is important and not everyone 
has to agree with everything. Musawah meetings 
always involve lots of lively debates!

The best place to start is with the key 
messages. This page could even be printed 
out and photocopied as a handout. Each of 
the highlighted words or phrases in the key 
messages is explained in this toolkit. If you click 
on the word or phrase, you will link to the page 
discussing it from a Musawah perspective. 

• So you can click on the words or phrases 
 you are interested in discussing

http://www.musawah.org/musawahs-strategic-direction-setting-foundations-dynamic-movement
http://www.musawah.org/musawahs-strategic-direction-setting-foundations-dynamic-movement
http://www.musawah.org/get-involved
http://www.musawah.org/get-involved
http://www.musawah.org/resources


8      A TOOLKIT FOR ADVOCATES : SHARING THE MUSAWAH FRAMEWORK AND KEY MESSAGES

OR

• You can go through the sections of the  
 toolkit one by one, starting at the beginning 
 and working your way to the end

OR

• You can use the table of contents to 
 find the ideas you want to discuss and think 
 about.

Each section of the toolkit is designed to be a 
stand-alone section, which means there is some 
repetition across the toolkit. Many sections also 
have links backwards and forwards to other 
sections. So, you can work in a straight line, dip 
in and out, or jump around in the toolkit—see 
what works best for you. 

Perhaps attempt only one or two sections 
at a time. The issues are big subjects and 
need time for debating and digesting, even for 
the most experienced activist. Perhaps choose 
which issues are most important for your 
particular audience and start there as a way of 
ensuring their attention. 

If possible, use this toolkit online. That 
way, all the interactive links to the Musawah 
website and other websites will work, and so 
you will have access to more information and 
multi-media resources. If you are using the CD 
version, we have tried to include as many of the 
resources as possible on the CD. 

How each section works: 

•  Each section explains a word or phrase from 
the key messages, mostly using quotes from 
the Musawah Framework or other Musawah 
sources. Depending upon your audience and 
their capacity, you could print out (all or some of) 

this information and use it as a handout, project 
selected paragraphs on a PowerPoint or write 
them on a flip-chart, or just use the explanation 
as your own notes for facilitating and guiding a 
discussion. 

•  Most sections have a subsection ‘To Talk About’. 
These are meant as suggestions for the session 
facilitator. Depending upon the audience and 
the questions, they can be used to start the 
discussion even before sharing the explanations 
and extracts from the Musawah Framework. 
Or, they can be used as ideas for additional 
discussions in between or after sharing the 
explanations. If there’s more than one suggested 
point, you don’t have to discuss them all. Maybe 
only one question is enough to kick off the 
discussion… It’s all up to you, the facilitator, to 
decide what will be interesting and important for 
your audience—and to anticipate problem areas. 
 
The ‘To Talk About’ sections can also work 
as questions to ask yourself if you are using 
the toolkit alone to build your own thinking.  
 
And remember: there are no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ 
answers—the idea is to begin discussions.

•  Finally, most sections have some suggestions for 
things ‘To Do’. These may be further readings or 
extension activities or possible ways of getting 
involved with Musawah. 

•  The separate Facilitator Notes section provides 
a short list of possible learnings or discussion 
aims for each section to further guide the 
facilitator. They are not the only learnings that 
can arise out of the section. Some of them point 
to flashpoints that may be difficult for people to 
discuss, either because they are sensitive or 
challenge dominant ways of thinking.




