
 
 
 
Way-Forward Strategies for Musawah 
 
KUALA LUMPUR, February 17 -- In the final session of the Musawah Global Meeting 
on Equality and Justice in the Muslim Family, participants met to affirm way-forward 
strategies for the movement.  
 
These strategies had been formulated by the participants who had met earlier in 
eleven groups, divided according to their geographical regions and areas of interest, 
including research, advocacy, and media.  
 
All eleven groups were given three questions: 

• What is this global movement? 
• How do we want to build this movement? 
• What are three priority issues/needs/concerns in your local context? 

 
The following is a synthesis of their responses: 
 
Question One: What is this global movement? 
 
This question was examined on two levels. The first identified key words and 
phrases.  Key words used to describe Musawah were: 

• Equality and justice in the family 
• Universality 
• Diversity 
• Non-discrimination 
• Citizenship 
• Empowerment 
• Dignity 

 
Key phrases used to describe Musawah were: 

• Marriage is a partnership of equals 
• Equal inheritance and ownership of properties 

 
The second level of discussion decided what Musawah was and was not: 

• The movement is NOT about equity, complementarity or reciprocity. 
• Musawah is a movement that is/has: 

Ø A common goal  
Ø Open 
Ø Dynamic 
Ø Inclusive 



Ø Non-hierarchichal 
Ø Diverse 
Ø International 

 
• Musawah is a global movement going towards change for equality and justice 

in the family based on human rights principles, lived realities and a new 
interpretation of Islam. 

 
• Musawah is a global movement connecting women’s groups across Muslim 

societies and the sustainability of the movement must take place at various 
levels: international, regional and national. 

 
The essential features of the movement include: 

• A new way of working through knowledge-building. 
• An intellectual engagement with texts, laws and exchange of knowledge about 

methodologies and research with the aim of offering evidence and alternative 
interpretations for change. 

• A focus on religious texts to support women’s struggles for full equality and 
universal human rights principles. 

 
Musawah’s framework is holistic and is based on: 

• Constitution and national legislation 
• Human rights 
• Islamic principles  
• Lived realities 

 
Musawah is also guided by three principles: 

• Universal and Islamic values of equality and non-discrimination. 
• Full and equal citizenship and full participation in all aspects of society. 
• Equality between men and women, which requires equality in family. 

 
Musawah’s goal  is equality and justice in the Muslim family, taking into consideration 
diversities of the various communities, countries and regions. 
 
 
Question Two: How do we want to build this movement? 
 
A/ Musawah is to be a knowledge-building movement that focuses on the 
production and dissemination of a qualitatively different form of knowledge towards 
improving women’s lives.  

• This knowledge is holistic and will consider Islamic texts/Muslim jurisprudence 
by unpacking religious knowledge and engaging with it according to context, 
national laws/constitutions, international human rights law and lived social 
realities. It will go beyond “religious” and “secular” boundaries. 

• All women’s knowledge and experiences will be valued and prioritised.  



• This knowledge will recognise and value local contexts. 
• This knowledge will insist that full equality in the family is possible in Muslim 

contexts. 
• This knowledge will challenge occupation of spaces by “authorities”. 
• Existing feminist knowledge will be disseminated more widely, built on and 

developed. 
• New methods of generating knowledge, such as through local researchers to 

unblock silences, will be adopted. 
• New methods of transmitting this knowledge, using new technologies (e.g. 

blogs) will be used to reach wider and different audiences. 
• Skills-building, such as through lobbying, will be emphasised. 
• Musawah will be a medium to share knowledge in multiple directions. 

 
Possible related activities include: 

• Generating a database of information and existing knowledge, e.g., laws of 
other countries. 

• Posting of information by groups that are part of Musawah. 
• Building on the website. 

 
B/ Language is part of the knowledge-building 
As such, information will be available in a number of languages (Arabic, French, 
English, Farsi, Bahasa, etc,). The language must also work to demystify/desacralise 
the debates and address the problem of jargon. 
 
C/ Place Musawah in its broader context 
For equality in the family, we need democracy, and for democracy we need equality 
in the family. Issues such as Occupation, conflict, war, authoritarian regimes, and 
lack of citizenship for some peoples all relate to Musawah. 
 
D/ Family laws in Muslim contexts 
Family laws are not just texts of laws but uncodified laws and customs that rule 
people lives. This includes Muslim minorities in the North and South, who are 
formally subject to civil law but who are governed by Muslim practices in their daily 
lives. 
The issue of non-Muslims being affected by Muslim laws (e.g., non-Muslim minorities 
in Muslim majority contexts and non-Muslims married to Muslims?) must also be 
examined. 
 
E/ Popularising Musawah & broadening the movement’s base 
• Musawah is to be built from the bottom-up. 
• Each group linking with Musawah must keep their own identity. 
• Those who are not able to attend Musawah sessions will receive information. 
• The power of the slogan will be used repeatedly to build the movement. 



• March 8 will be used to publicise and celebrate Musawah. 
• More members will be recruited to widen the base with fresh faces. 
• Regional caucuses that remain within the framework of a global movement will be 

created. 
 
F/ Working with Allies and other movements 
• As a knowledge-based movement, Musawah builds upon/collaborates 

with/interacts with existing movements, networks, regional coalitions, 
organisations that are interested in linking up. 

• Different venues for reaching out and promoting Musawah: international (UPR, 
CEDAW Committee), regional (ASEAN, African Commission), national and sub-
national, will be used 

• Different levels of reaching out will be emphasised: 
o This includes to allies such as liberal lawyers, ulama and scholars and inter-

faith counterparts. 
o Musawah information will be made available to existing movements. 
o Allies will be involved in all aspects of Musawah knowledge-building and 

dissemination. 
 

G/ Reaching out 
This involves conveying Musawah principles/ideas to opponents, those who remain 
unconvinced, and governments. 
 
F/ Organisational/structural concerns 
To grow, Musawah needs a good team with good chemistry, good resources at hand 
and focal points in local contexts.  
 
 
Question Three: What are three priority issues/needs/concerns in your local 
context? 
The groups identified a number of issues to focus on. These included: 
 
Movement building 
• Replicate Musawah at the local, national and regional levels (example: an African 

regional caucus, which will replicate work at the national and international levels 
and be the direct link with the international movement). 

• Convene a follow-up global meeting in two years with a report-back process on 
progress at the national and regional levels. 

• Develop a Musawah database on knowledge, scholars, participants and 
workplans. 

• Provide interactive links in the existing Musawah website. 
• Build awareness on the diversity and pluralism of contexts within the Muslim 

world, including the special context and circumstance of minority Muslim 
communities. 



• Designate Feb 17 as Musawah Day. 
 
Knowledge building 
• Implement research and studies on the lived realities of women in Muslim 

families, incorporating feminist research tools. 
• Develop religious and doctrinal arguments for family law reform and support the 

acquisition, understanding and engagement of these arguments. 
• Compile Shari‘ah laws, Muslim family laws and human rights laws which support 

justice and equality in the Muslim family and synergise into a comprehensive 
framework. 

• Produce Islamic teachings that are contextualised, based on women’s lived 
realities. 

• Develop a website for sharing knowledge and exploring the establishment of a 
Musawah Madrasah. 

• Translate all materials into various languages. 
 
Awareness raising 
Training on women’s rights in Islam and the Musawah principles, including for 
mainstream (non-Muslim) society, government, religious leaders, educational 
institutions, media, and young people 
 
Alliance building 
• Alliance building with potential allies, including friendly people within traditional 

women’s groups, conservative groups, muftis and judges, and progressive 
religious leaders. 

• Alliance building with women’s rights and human rights groups. 
 
Lobby policy makers 
• Intensive lobbying of policy-makers and religious authorities on law reform. 
• Campaigning and advocacy for law reform. 
 
Media 
• Issue a Press release on the numeric strength and diversity of the Musawah 

movement, and declare Musawah Day. 
• Approach the media with personal stories of women’s lived realities. 
• Use new media to reach a wider audience and include TV programmes and 

filmmakers. 
• Incorporate a media strategy into the Musawah movement, including having a 

media expert in the planning committee to advise on the use of language and 
definition of key terms. 

 
International and regional 
Conduct briefings with UN treaty bodies, including the CEDAW Committee, and 
regional government groupings, such as ASEAN, OIC, and the African Union.  
 
For more information, see the Musawah website: http://www.musawah.org. 


