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Musawah Vision  
Issue 5: January 2011 

A quarterly update on Musawah issues and activities 
 

I. Trends in Family Law 

Domestic violence and Muslim family laws  

Australia: ‘Tough laws to stamp out forced marriages and sexual servitude are 
being flagged to close a loophole that allows some crimes to go unpunished.’ 

Read more: http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/stronger-laws-
against-forced-marriage-sexual-servitude/story-fn59niix-1225985242180 

Brunei: ‘Protection against domestic violence has been made possible following 
amendments to the Islamic Family Law Order and the Married Women Act.’  

Read more: http://www.brudirect.com/index.php/2010122135767/Local-
News/protecting-domestic-violence-victims-through-strong-legislation.html 

Syria: ‘Women’s rights organizations, activists and the governmental Syria 
Commission for Family Affairs successfully blocked a more conservative draft of 
the Personal Status Law in 2009. But the current law remains, and articles in the 
penal code assure near impunity for those who commit violence against women.’ 

Read more: http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=53832  

Child marriages 

Malaysia: SIS Statement on Child Marriage  

‘SIS reiterates its stand in calling for the Government to end child marriage and 
raise the minimum age of marriage to 18 years for all Malaysians. According to an 
official, 16,000 girls aged below 15 in the country are married.’ 

Read more: 
http://www.sistersinislam.org.my/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=104
6&Itemid=1 

Malaysia: ‘Malaysia court rules child marriage 'illegal'’ 

Read more: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-12066910 

http://www.sistersinislam.org.my/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=996&Itemid=1
http://www.sistersinislam.org.my/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=996&Itemid=1
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/stronger-laws-against-forced-marriage-sexual-servitude/story-fn59niix-1225985242180
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/stronger-laws-against-forced-marriage-sexual-servitude/story-fn59niix-1225985242180
http://www.brudirect.com/index.php/2010122135767/Local-News/protecting-domestic-violence-victims-through-strong-legislation.html
http://www.brudirect.com/index.php/2010122135767/Local-News/protecting-domestic-violence-victims-through-strong-legislation.html
http://www.commongroundnews.org/article.php?id=28311
http://thestar.com.my/lifestyle/story.asp?file=/2011/1/20/lifeliving/7783366&sec=lifeliving
http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=53832
http://www.sistersinislam.org.my/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=996&Itemid=1
http://www.sistersinislam.org.my/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=996&Itemid=1
http://www.sistersinislam.org.my/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1046&Itemid=1
http://www.sistersinislam.org.my/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1046&Itemid=1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-12066910
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Yemen: ‘She was just 10 years old when she was married to a cousin who was three 
times her age. Now Reem Al Numery is divorced and fighting against child marriage. 
"When I tried to get a divorce they said I couldn’t, that I was too young."’ 

Read more: http://worldpulse.com/magazine/articles/married-at-age-10-reem-al-
numery-speaks-out 

Changing reform contexts 

Bangladesh: ‘Women actively living and reinterpreting Islam, looking to the 
essence of beliefs and teachings rather than to age-old cultural traditions, is an 
exciting trend.’ 

Read more: 
http://onfaith.washingtonpost.com/onfaith/georgetown/2011/01/feminist_muslims_t
he_view_from_bangladesh.html 

India: Two Muslim women’s networks have emerged in India in the last twelve 
years: Muslim Women's Rights Network (MWRN) and Bharatiya Muslim Mahila 
Andolan (BMMA). Despite their differences, they both challenge the narrow view of 
male-dominated institutions that have monopolized the Muslim community.  

Read more: http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/nida-kirmani/mobilising-for-
muslim-women%E2%80%99s-rights-in-india  

Indonesia: ‘Because the syariah courts deal primarily with family law matters a 
gender perspective among judges is crucial if they are to provide equitable justice 
to Muslim families. This article reports on workshops providing all syariah court 
judges in Aceh with a gender perspective.’ 

Read more: http://www.insideindonesia.org/feature/living-islam-09011391 

Sudan: More than ever before, women in Mogadishu are becoming their families' 
sole breadwinners under unsafe, violent conditions.  

Read more: http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportID=91588 

Tunisia: ‘Arab leaders have surely learned a good lesson. Never again will they 
underestimate the power of poverty. Unfortunately, they may continue ignoring the 
main force that is so essential for developing their countries’ economies: Women.’ 

Read more: http://www.periscopepost.com/2011/01/you-say-you-want-a-
revolution/ 

Turkey: ‘Although the women’s movement in Turkey has scored major victories in 
the realm of legal reforms, there is a widening gap between rights in law and 
realities on the ground. How secure are these gains?’ 

Read more: http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/deniz-kandiyoti/tangled-web-
politics-of-gender-in-turkey 

United Arab Emirates: ‘Provisions included in the UAE Constitution and other 
legislation aim to grant women the right to personal freedom. But the intent of 
these laws is often contradicted by family, penal, and personal status laws that 
effectively make the status of women subordinate to a man's.’  

http://worldpulse.com/magazine/articles/married-at-age-10-reem-al-numery-speaks-out
http://worldpulse.com/magazine/articles/married-at-age-10-reem-al-numery-speaks-out
http://www.independent.co.uk/opinion/commentators/fisk/robert-fisk-a-place-of-refuge-from-fear-and-guilt-2075213.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/opinion/commentators/fisk/robert-fisk-a-place-of-refuge-from-fear-and-guilt-2075213.html
http://onfaith.washingtonpost.com/onfaith/georgetown/2011/01/feminist_muslims_the_view_from_bangladesh.html
http://onfaith.washingtonpost.com/onfaith/georgetown/2011/01/feminist_muslims_the_view_from_bangladesh.html
http://www.religionsanddevelopment.org/files/resourcesmodule/@random454f80f60b3f4/1267021832_summary_paper_35.pdf
http://bhartiyamuslimmahilaandolan.blogspot.com/
http://bhartiyamuslimmahilaandolan.blogspot.com/
http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/nida-kirmani/mobilising-for-muslim-women%E2%80%99s-rights-in-india
http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/nida-kirmani/mobilising-for-muslim-women%E2%80%99s-rights-in-india
http://www.insideindonesia.org/feature/living-islam-09011391
http://www.independent.co.uk/opinion/commentators/fisk/robert-fisk-a-place-of-refuge-from-fear-and-guilt-2075213.html
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportID=91588
http://www.commongroundnews.org/article.php?id=28458
http://www.commongroundnews.org/article.php?id=28458
http://www.periscopepost.com/2011/01/you-say-you-want-a-revolution/
http://www.periscopepost.com/2011/01/you-say-you-want-a-revolution/
http://jordantimes.com/index.php?news=30686
http://jordantimes.com/index.php?news=30686
http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/deniz-kandiyoti/tangled-web-politics-of-gender-in-turkey
http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/deniz-kandiyoti/tangled-web-politics-of-gender-in-turkey
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Read more: http://www.thenational.ae/thenationalconversation/news-
comment/the-uaes-women-need-better-recourse-to-justice 
 

II. Building Our Knowledge  

Musawah research 

CEDAW and Muslim Family Laws: In Search of Common Ground 

This report examines OIC States parties’ justifications for failing to implement the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW) with regard to family laws and practices that discriminate against 
women. Based on a review of reporting by 44 countries to the CEDAW Committee 
from 2005-2010, this report documents the trends identified, and presents 
Musawah’s responses based on its holistic Framework for Action. It includes 
recommendations to the CEDAW Committee for a deeper engagement and more 
meaningful dialogue on the connections between Muslim family laws and practices 
and international human rights standards. 

For more: http://musawah.org/docs/pubs/CEDAW%20&%20Muslim%20Family%20Laws.pdf 

Resources 
• Control and Sexuality: The Revival of Zina Laws in Muslim Contexts, Ziba Mir-
Hosseini and Vanja Hamzic, Violence is Not Our Culture Campaign and Women 
Living Under Muslim Laws 

This publication ‘examines zina laws in some Muslim contexts in order to explore 
connections between the criminalisation of sexuality, gender-based violence and 
women's rights activism.. It is hoped the publication will help towards a better 
understanding of how culture and/or religion are invoked to justify laws that 
criminalise women's sexuality and subject them to cruel, inhuman and degrading 
forms of punishment.’ 

For more: http://www.wluml.org/node/6869 

• ‘'I am one of the People': A Survey and Analysis of Legal Arguments on 
Woman-Led Prayer in Islam’, Ahmed Elewa and Laury Silvers, Journal of Law and 
Religion XXVI, No. 1 (2010-11): 141-171. 

For more: http://musawah.org/docs/pubs/Woman-Led%20Prayer.pdf 

• ‘A Husband’s Authority: Emerging Formulations In Muslim Family Laws’, Lynn 
Welchman, International Journal of Law, Policy and the Family, January 18, 2011  

‘This article considers the articulation of the husband–wife relationship in Islamic 
law and specifically the contemporary equation in statutory formulations of Muslim 
family law that sets the husband's duty of support, or maintenance, of his wife, as 
the exchange for the wife's obedience to her husband. This formulation is currently 
challenged not only in activism but also increasingly in legislation in Muslim 
majority states.  

For more: 
http://lawfam.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2011/01/18/lawfam.ebq014.full 

http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/cassandra-balchin/wedding-dress-with-attitude
http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/cassandra-balchin/wedding-dress-with-attitude
http://www.thenational.ae/thenationalconversation/news-comment/the-uaes-women-need-better-recourse-to-justice
http://www.thenational.ae/thenationalconversation/news-comment/the-uaes-women-need-better-recourse-to-justice
http://musawah.org/docs/pubs/CEDAW%20&%20Muslim%20Family%20Laws.pdf
http://www.wluml.org/node/6869
http://musawah.org/docs/pubs/Woman-Led%20Prayer.pdf
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/brill/haw/2004/00000002/00000003/art00002
http://lawfam.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2011/01/18/lawfam.ebq014.full
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• Opinion summary: Polygamy and the Rights of Women, Conseil du statut de la 
femme, Québec, November 23, 2010  

‘The study analyzes the issues around a possible legalization of polygamy in 
Canada from the angle of the social implications for women and children. It is 
based on a review of the literature on polygamy in different contexts and on the 
testimony of people who have lived in polygamy, as reported in various works, 
documentaries and videos.’ 

For more: http://www.csf.gouv.qc.ca/modules/fichierspublications/fichier-29-
1256.pdf  

• ‘When there is no husband’, Nina Nurmila, Inside Indonesia, 103: Jan-Mar 2011 

‘Many women in Indonesia are sole providers for their families because they have no 
other option. Life can often be very hard for such women. However, social norms value 
only the contribution of husbands to the economic well-being of families. Religious and 
legal frameworks suggest that only men are the heads of households. Failure to 
recognise alternative realities makes life very difficult for those women who, for a variety 
of reasons, are the main providers for their families.’ 

For more: http://www.insideindonesia.org/feature/when-there-is-no-husband-09011389 
 

III. Building Our Movement 

Musawah Events 

Consolidating Musawah’s Strategic Direction 

Over the past four years – two years in the planning and two years since the 
Global Meeting - Musawah has held a number of meetings and produced several 
documents that outline our vision and strategies for change. The Musawah 
Secretariat would now like to bring all of these together, ensure we are all agreed 
on our strategic direction, and express this vision and strategies in one accessible 
document. This document will serve as a reference point for our strategic direction 
for the coming few years. 

This will be a collaborative process involving as many Advocates and allies as 
possible. The first stage will be to request Advocates to contribute by responding 
to the questions below. 

Musawah will then hold a meeting in late February in Kuala Lumpur to begin 
consolidating the strategic direction of our movement. The meeting will bring 
together a small number of Musawah Advocates and allies, members of the 
Musawah Young Women’s Caucus, and the International Advisory Group. The 
meeting will decide the process for drafting the document. 

Finally after the meeting, the draft document will be shared with Advocates for 
feedback and suggestions that will be incorporated into the final strategic direction 
document. 

Share your experiences – build our strategic direction! 

http://www.csf.gouv.qc.ca/modules/fichierspublications/fichier-29-1256.pdf
http://www.csf.gouv.qc.ca/modules/fichierspublications/fichier-29-1256.pdf
http://www.insideindonesia.org/feature/when-there-is-no-husband-09011389
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Towards consolidating Musawah’s strategic direction, please contribute to this 
process by sending responses to all or any of the following questions. Your 
answers can be as long or short as you like, and you can e-mail us at 
musawah@musawah.org or use the Musawah Facebook page: 
[http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=66477581277]. 

1. In your context, what political and social factors make your work on advocating 
for equality in the Muslim family difficult? 

2. What strategies and approaches do you use for advancing women’s rights in 
the family? 

3. How do you think your involvement in Musawah supports your work on the 
ground? 

Please respond by 28th February 2011... We look forward to hearing from you! 
 

New look Vision and new Musawah logo 

As you can see from the new look Musawah Vision and our new logo, we have been 
busy working on developing a clear visual identity for all Musawah publications and 
media.  

While we were fond of the old logo, the additional colours in the new version will 
give us extra design options and freshens up our image. The new logo has been a 
particular hit with younger Advocates and those who are communications 
specialists. Many thanks to everyone who took part in the process of choosing the 
new logo. 

We hope you enjoy the new format for Musawah Vision. Our aim has been to make 
it more accessible and more attractive for Advocates in the hope that we can make 
even better use of this quarterly resource in all our activism. 

To liven up Vision further, we’d love to include your photographs and visuals. Please 
feel free to send us any photos you would like to share with the Musawah 
community, and also any suggestions you may have for improving Vision. 

Musawah in the news 

• ‘Only a culture of change can halt misogyny’, Ida Lichter, The Australian, 
December 17, 2010 

‘Muslim women reformers say culture is the problem, and like Zainah Anwar, 
intrepid Malaysian activist of Sisters in Islam, they add the "law might be divine but 
the interpretation is human".’ 

For more: http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/opinion/only-a-culture-of-change-
can-halt-misogyny/story-e6frg6zo-1225972352667 

• ‘Let me, a Muslim feminist, confuse you’, Mona Eltahawy, The Star, December 
10, 2010 

‘I belong to Musawah — the global movement for equality and justice in the Muslim 
family. A young British Muslim woman told me at the launch in Malaysia last year 
that if she had to choose between Islam and feminism, Islam would win. A young 

mailto:musawah@musawah.org
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=66477581277
http://www.commongroundnews.org/article.php?id=28458
http://www.commongroundnews.org/article.php?id=28458
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/opinion/only-a-culture-of-change-can-halt-misogyny/story-e6frg6zo-1225972352667
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/opinion/only-a-culture-of-change-can-halt-misogyny/story-e6frg6zo-1225972352667
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Egyptian Muslim woman told me if she had to choose between Islam and feminism, 
feminism would win.’ 

For more: http://www.thestar.com/news/insight/article/905569--let-me-a-muslim-
feminist-confuse-you 

• Twitter: Mona Eltahawy tweeted on December 13, 2010: ‘RT @netraKL 
Musawah: integrates Islamic teachings, univ hman rts principles, natl constitutionsl 
guarantees of equality, lived realities.’ 

 
 

IV. International Advocacy 

Musawah at CEDAW session in Geneva 

Musawah Director Zainah Anwar and CEDAW Report Chief Researcher Janine 
Moussa were in Geneva in January 2011 during the 48th CEDAW session to 
engage with NGO activists involved in shadow reports, CEDAW Committee 
experts and OHCHR staff to advance Musawah’s international advocacy work.  

Bangladesh, and four countries with significant Muslim minorities - Israel, Kenya, 
South Africa and Sri Lanka - reported during this session. Zainah and Janine 
joined the IWRAW Asia Pacific ‘Global to Local’ training which facilitates NGO 
participation at the CEDAW Sessions, enabling them to engage directly with 
Committee members and impact the review process of States parties to the 
CEDAW Convention.  

The Musawah team widely distributed its latest ground breaking research: In 
Search of Common Ground. Musawah urged NGOs and the CEDAW Committee 
members to challenge governments when they claim that ‘the Muslim community’ 
is not ready for change, used as an excuse for the preservation of discriminatory 
Muslim family laws. It was important to show evidence that diversity of voices 
exists within the Muslim community and that there are women’s groups and 
scholars who believe that equality and justice in the Muslim family is necessary 
and possible.  

The team received requests from activists, government and UN officials for 
substantive inputs into trainings and meetings on religion and culture and women’s 
rights, in particular on Islam and laws that discriminate against women. There is 
also interest in expanding the Musawah CEDAW research on Muslim family laws 
to other religions and customs. 

 

Contact Us 

Musawah Secretariat: musawah@musawah.org 

 

http://www.commongroundnews.org/article.php?id=28458
http://www.commongroundnews.org/article.php?id=28458
http://www.thestar.com/news/insight/article/905569--let-me-a-muslim-feminist-confuse-you
http://www.thestar.com/news/insight/article/905569--let-me-a-muslim-feminist-confuse-you
http://twitter.com/monaeltahawy/status/14530995428532224
http://musawah.org/docs/pubs/CEDAW%20&%20Muslim%20Family%20Laws.pdf
http://musawah.org/docs/pubs/CEDAW%20&%20Muslim%20Family%20Laws.pdf
mailto:mMusawah@musawah.org
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Musawah Regional Focal Points:  

I. Arab region (Middle East and North Africa)  

The Centre for Egyptian Women’s Legal Assistance (CEWLA)  
info@cewlacenter.org, www.cewla.org 

II. Southeast, South and Central Asia 

Alimat (Musawah Indonesia)  
alimat@yahoo.com 

III. The Horn of Africa 

Musawah Sudan  
mahaelzein@yahoo.com, manalabdel@gmail.com  

IV. Sub-Saharan Africa 

Musawah Nigeria  
asmaujoda@hotmail.com  

V. The Gulf Region 

Bahrain Women’s Union  
bahwu@batelco.com.bh  

 

Submit an article or information to Vision: info@musawah.org  

mailto:info@cewlacenter.org
http://www.cewla.org/
mailto:alimat@yahoo.com
mailto:mahaelzein@yahoo.com
mailto:manalabdel@gmail.com
mailto:asmaujoda@hotmail.com
mailto:bahwu@batelco.com.bh
mailto:info@musawah.org
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