
 
 
 
Launched: Global Movement Empowering Muslim Women 
 
KUALA LUMPUR, Fri – Musawah, a global movement empowering Muslim women, was 
launched today, together with three landmark publications advocating equality and 
justice in the Muslim family.  
 
The three books – Wanted, Home Truths, and the Musawah Framework for Action – 
bring together theoretical and analytical studies, real-life stories and an action plan that 
tackles Islamic teachings, constitutional and human rights principles, and the lived 
realities of women and men.  
   
The books were launched by Datuk Seri Shahrizat Abdul Jalil, adviser to the Prime 
Minister on Muslim Women and Social Development at the Feast of Equals Gala Dinner 
to mark the opening of the global meeting to launch Musawah. 
 
“I believe that all resolutions will follow the Quran and Sunnah…and will be given due 
attention,” said Shahrizat of the five-day global meeting. The gathering of over 300 
activists and scholars from 47 countries will discuss the necessary reforms to laws that 
bind, shape and affect the lives of Muslim families.  
   
Wanted: Equality and Justice in the Muslim Family compiles seven theoretical and 
analytical papers from esteemed Muslim scholars, including Pakistan’s head of the 
Council of Islamic Ideology Muhammad Khalid Masud.  
 
“We wanted arguments within Islam that justify change, equality and justice,” said 
Musawah project director and Wanted editor Zainah Anwar, adding, “we believe that in 
the twenty-first century there cannot be justice without equality. We believe that Islam 
upholds the principles of equality and justice.”  
   
Zainah said that they invited scholars to submit papers “to argue why change is possible 
within  Islam, specifically fiqh (Islamic jurisprudence) and why change is necessary 
given the realities of our lives in the twenty-first century.”  
   
Home Truths: A Global Report on Equality in the Muslim Family is a compilation of 
reports on real-life situations from 30 countries listing the daily challenges faced by 
women and men while fighting for justice and equality in the family. 
 



Musawah Framework for Action is a document that outlines why equality is possible and 
why it is necessary in Islam. The framework is based on the development of ideas and 
principles of experts, activists and scholars from over 20 countries in the field. The 
Framework took over one year to develop and is available in five languages. 
   
“Musawah is designed to bring together scholars and activists who wish to work within a 
holistic framework to ensure that Muslim women are treated as human beings of equal 
worth and dignity in the law, in the family and the community,” said Zainah. 
                                                     
Also present at the groundbreaking event were Professor Yakin Ertürk, the United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, the Palestinian Ambassador 
to Malaysia Abdul Aziz Abu Goush, as well as the participants of the Global Meeting. 
 
Ends./  
 

For more information, see the Musawah website: http://www.musawah.org. 
 


